Lettersvitae: interview  the archeologist Yonathan Mizrachi of the 
EmEK SHavEH
BY: OSCAR CORREIA 

Name: Yonathan Mizrachi
Reside: Israel
LV: What obstacles did you face in being able to find some ancient artifacts?
It's not about obstacles; it's about that you can never know what you'll find. We can assume or hope, but the finds will be not what we expect. We can never know how much remains there will be from the period or the structures we'll find. 

LV: What is the biggest dream in archaeological terms for you, what artifact is of great interest to Israel to find?
The artifacts are important, but not the main dream. There is no find that will change our understanding from one side to another. The finds can help us understand a bit more about past cultures, but many times the find are not something we understand exactly what their use was. 

LV: The archaeological finds made ​​in Israel, has not a size large in terms of disclosure around the world as the artifacts found in Egypt, why this happens?
Because the cultures here where much smaller and had much less power and richness then the Egyptians or the Assyrians, or other known ancient kingdom. 

LV: Yonathan, how born Emek Shaveh and tell us how this organization has helped in Israeli society.
It was initiative of group of Israeli archaeologists and activists. We started the alternative tours in Silwan, and it develops from there. We deal in the issues of archaeology and the conflict and archaeology and its impact on the residents lives. 

LV: We know that archeology is a resource to build bridges and links between people, what is the importance of Emek Shaveh to reduce the dynamics of conflict between Israeli-Palestinian?
We share the idea that by learning about past culturs and about the others in the past we can open our mind to accept the other today and to be more tolerance to the other  culture. 

LV: What are the major difficulties in digging / dig up a site, whether it is government bureaucracy, or the locals, etc..
Like always: raising money.

LV: First of all, it is a great honor to be able to interview you, Yonathan and, consequently, to be able to tell the world about Emek Shaveh. I see you are dedicated to change the way people think through Archeology. What is your message to those who would like to know more about your country and culture?
Remember is very multicultural place it was like that in the past and it is like that today. A place of many stories and not only one narrative.  

For all who want to know more about the Emek Shaveh, can access the site:
http://www.alt-arch.org/
You can see the article: Archaeology in the Shadow of the Conflict

http://www.alt-arch.org/docs/booklet_english.pdf
